
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1697 

Main Petitioner: Michael McGuire 

Subject: Child Funeral Fund 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to establish a child 
Funeral Fund similar to the fund the UK Government has established in 
England and Wales. 

 

Background 

In March this year the UK Government announced a ‘Child Funeral Fund’ .  
Under the scheme, fees for funerals for those under the age of 18 will be 
waived by all local authorities and met by government funding.  

Scottish Government Action 

On 30 May, the Scottish Government announced the removal of all local 
authority charges for burials and cremations of those under 18. This will be 
supported by Scottish Government funding. 
 
On a related issue, the Scottish Government is also taking forward its Funeral 
Costs Plan.  This includes: 
 

• a consultation on Funeral Expenses Assistance (due to replace current 
UK social fund provision for funeral expenses in 2019) 

• a pilot for a Scottish Funeral Bond  

• publishing guidance on funeral costs by December 2018 
 
The Scottish Government has a reference group on funeral poverty and 
funeral expense assistance. 

 

 Scottish Parliament Action 

The Social Security Committee will shortly be considering the Scottish 
Government’s consultation on Funeral Expenses Assistance. 

 
Camilla Kidner 

http://www.parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/ChildfuneralfundScotland
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/childrens-funeral-fund-for-england
https://news.gov.scot/news/child-burial-and-cremation-fees-to-end
https://beta.gov.scot/policies/social-security/funeral-expense-assistance/
https://beta.gov.scot/policies/social-security/funeral-expense-assistance/
https://beta.gov.scot/groups/funeral-poverty-and-funeral-expense-assistance-reference-group/
https://beta.gov.scot/groups/funeral-poverty-and-funeral-expense-assistance-reference-group/
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@parliament.scot  

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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